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National Erebus Memorial 

TE MAUNGA HUKA

A gent le place of  repose, gather ing,  watching, contemplat ing,  heal ing and learning. 

TE MAUNGA HUKA - NATIONAL EREBUS MEMORIAL evokes a sense and understanding 
of  the Mount Erebus tragedy that c la imed 257 l ives.  The terraced steps open to the vast 
and heal ing v iew of  the Waitemata,  and the sculpted stone shard f i l led wi th running water 
provides a more int imate and ref lect ive place of  contemplat ion.  Names of  those lost  are 
engraved in th is shard,  a long with 257 penetrat ing holes represent ing them. Sunl ight  shines 
through the holes onto the grani te pond below, creat ing i ts own star constel lat ion.  The 
Southern Cross is also amongst the stars as a symbol ic offer ing to provide clear v is ion for 
navigat ion and guidance to return the people homeland (Hawaiki) .  Stars and water ponds 
are an integral  part  of  the memorial  br inging a gent le sense of  hope and heal ing.A Mauri 
Stone of  phonol i te volcanic rock brought ceremoniously f rom Mount Erebus wi l l  be part ly 
submerged in the l i ly  pond as a gesture of  connect ion to th is mountain.

We envisage an Erebus memorial  which wi l l  complement the nature and signi f icance of  the 
s i te,  favour ing a more ref lect ive and grounded approach to provide an endur ing memorial 
locat ion for  both smal l  and larger groups to remember and contemplate.
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